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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 2023 1 
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CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8(a) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail on the 
date indicated below in an envelope addressed 
to: Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DCQ023 1 . 





Signature 

Date O/'I^-PU'/TI) 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with their duty to disclose under 37 CFR § 1.56(a), Applicants and their 
attorneys herewith submit a copy of each document identified on the attached Form PTO- 
1449, and request that they be considered in the examination of the above-identified patent 
application. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of 
the first office action on the merits pursuant to 37 CFR §1. 97(b)(3). 

The documents marked with an asterisk (*) were cited in the international search 
report for international application No. PCT/GB98/00855. 

The documents marked with an asterisk (**) were cited in the search report for the 
corresponding British application No. GB 9705921.6. 



* (AA) 
*&** (AB) 



U . S. P A TE NTS 
U.S. Patent No. 4,526,823 issued on July 2, 1985 
U.S. Patent No. 4,528,235 issued on July 9, 1985 



PUBLISHED FOREIGN PATENT APPLICATIONS 

* (AL) International PCT Publication No. WO 96/17885, 

published June 13, 1996 

* (AM) European Patent Application No. 0 275 102, 

published July 20, 1988 

* (AN) European Patent Application No. 0 309 095, 

published March 29, 1989 

** (AO) European Patent Application No. 0 33 1 072, 

published September 6, 1989 

* (AP) European Patent Application No. 0 353 613, 

published February 7, 1990 

*&** (AQ) European Patent Application No. 0 494 594, 

published July 15, 1992 

* (AR) European Patent Application No. 0 590 263, 

published April 6, 1994 

* (AS) Japanese Patent Document No. 8085 1 74, 

published April 2, 1996 (Abstract Only) 



REMARKS 

U.S. Patent No. 4, 528,235 (AB) and E uro pe an P atent Ap pli cation No. 0 49 4 59 4 
(AQ) are cited in both the International Search Report and the British Search Report. 

U.S. Patent N o. 4,526,823 (AA), International PCT Publication No. WO 96/17885 
(AL), European Patent Application No. 0 275 102 (AM), Europe an Patent Application No. 0 
309 095 (AN), European Patent Application No. 0 353 613 (AP), Europe a n P a tent 
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Application No. 0 590 263 (AR) and J ap anese P a tent DQCumcnt No. 8085 174 (Abstract 
Only) (AS) are also cited in the International Search Report. 

European Patent Application No. 0 331 072 (AO) is also cited in the British Search 

Report. 

No representation is made hereby that these documents provide all of the art and the 
Examiner is presumed to conduct an independent search of the art. However, these 
documents do form all of the relevant art of which the Applicants are presently aware. If 
Applicants become aware of additional relevant art during the prosecution of this application. 
Applicants will bring such art to the attention of the Examiner by means of a Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the enclosed documents and to 
make the same of record in the file of the present application. 

In the event that a fee for the Information Disclosure Statement is required, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 08-3040. 



Respectfully submitted, 
HOWSON AND HOWSON 
Attorneys for Applicant 




William Bak 

Reg. No. 37,277 

Spring House Corp. Center 

Box 457 

Spring House, PA 19477 
(215) 540-9208 
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